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€ CHINA € VIETNAM € INDIA € KOREA € TIBET € MONGOLIA € CAMBODIA € LAOS € THAILAND € NEPAL € BHUTAN € HONG KONG € SINGAPORE € BORNEO

*SHZZPJ�*OPUH
Shanghai … Great Wall, Beijing … Terracotta Warriors, Xian  

… Yangtze River Cruise … Li River, Guilin … Kunming … Lijiang  
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From ������ p.p twin share ex Per

Price includes Airline Fuel Surcharge $400 & Tipping $93 (subject to change)
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Shanghai … Wuzhen … Terracotta Warriors, Xian  

… Great Wall, Beijing  
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From ����	� p.p twin share ex Per
Price includes Airline Fuel Surcharge $400 &  

Tipping $65 (subject to change)
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Hanoi … Overnight on Halong Bay … Hue  

… Hoi An … Saigon  

���+(@:�-<33@�05*3<:0=,

From �	���� p.p twin share ex Per

Price includes Airline Fuel Surcharge $268 &  

Tipping $75 (subject to change)

�  International economy airfares

�  Airport taxes & airline fuel surcharges

�  All transportation

�  All accommodation & meals

�  All sightseeing & entrance fees

�  English speaking National Escort & local guides

�  Visa for Australian passport holders

�  Gratuities for drivers & guides
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Prices are correct as at 19 May 2010 and are subject to change
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watches to kimonos, artefacts,
antiques and crazy “fake”
T-shirts. 

It’s a little bit of a tourist trap
but no one hassles you to buy
anything and a bonus is the scores
of traditional Japanese pubs or
“izakaya” serving ice-cold beers
and fantastic food.

Odaiba, a manmade island that
was once a run-down dockland
area, is just a short, cheap ferry
ride across Tokyo Bay.

It has its own beach, amusement
park, parklands, Statue of Liberty
(!), and a number of up-market
hotels but I wanted to check out
the Museum of Maritime Science.

Designed in the shape of a ship,
the museum has a fantastic array
of exhibits and, if you have fidgety

children in tow, many are
“interactive”. There’s even a
specially built pool with
radio-controlled scale models of
warships and freighters. For a few
yen, you can test your seamanship
skills. From the look of the dads
and sons having a go, it was hard
to figure out who was having the
most fun.

A monorail whisks you back
from Odaiba over the beautiful,
iconic Rainbow Bridge and, with
one station change, 15 minutes
later you can be standing in the
middle of perhaps Tokyo’s most
famous shopping precinct, the
Ginza.

The Ginza’s reputation for
being one of the most expensive
pieces of real estate on the planet

precedes it and, yes, it seems to
have more luxury brand boutiques
per square metre than any place
I’ve been.

But even glitzy Ginza doesn’t
have to break the bank.

A must is checking one of the
big department stores
(Matsuzkaya, or Matsuya Ginza,
near subway exits A13 and A12).
Head to the basement levels where
a mind-boggling array of world
cuisine will have you salivating
instantly. Check out the incredible
range of “bento” boxes of
Japanese delicacies or some of the
most decadent cakes and pastries
you’ll ever see.

Matsuya has nine restaurants on
the eighth level but take a wander
around the Ginza and you’ll find a

plethora of restaurants of every
type.A quick trip to the Lion Beer
Hall (www.ginzalion.jp) is a must,
if only to boggle at the
Bavarian-esque surroundings,
while you’re supping a giant stein
of Sapporo or Asahi.

Away from the dazzling neon
Ginza canyons there are plenty of
cool little shops hidden away in
side streets but I was after dinner
— and one that wouldn’t break the
bank.

With the rain beginning to
tumble, I spotted a tiny sushi bar;
it could fit eight people, seated
around a semi-circular counter.
Chef spoke no English and I no
Japanese but the pictograph menu
and sign language ensured rapid
delivery of fantastically fresh

offerings of tuna, eel and herring.
Paying by the plate, and washed
down with a couple of beers, the
bill came to about $25.

Not bad for a feed in the heart
of the world’s most expensive
shopping area.

fact file
> For more on Japan Rail passes,
see www.jreast.co.jp/e/ when in
Tokyo visit the Tokyo Tourist
Information Centre, first floor of
the Tokyo Metropolitan
Government Main Building No.1,
Shinjuku, open 9.30am-6.30pm.
> Japan National Tourism
Organisation, www.jnto.org.au.

Outdoor market…style shops
are popular in Asakusa. 
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